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CHRISTIANI GRYPHII, 
Redtoris olim apud Vratiflavienfes. Mag- 
dalenzi, Apparatus, five Differtatio Ifa- 
gogica de Scriptoribus Hiftoriam Seculi 
XVII. illuftratibus. Lipfiz, apud Tho- 
mam Fritfch. MDCCX. 


That is, 4.N Jntroduétion to the Knowledge of 
thofe Writers, who have Illuftrated the Hi- 
Story of the XVIIth Century. By CHRI- 
STIAN GRYPHIUS , late Rector of 
Magdalen-Co/ege at Breflaw. Leipfick. 
1710, in 8vo. Pagg. 599. Sold by Paul 


Vaillant. 


W GAVE Notice of this Book in the 92dPage 
7 of thefe Memoirs , and mentioned fome 


few Particulars contained in it. A fur- 
ther Account of that Work, which is lately 
come into my Hands, will not be unacceptable 
to the Lovers of Hiftory. M. Gryphius fhews 
in his Preface what fort of Books are neceflary 
to write the Hiftory of the XVIIch Century, 
and what other Helps are requifire to under- 
take fuch a Work. His Introduction confilts of 
XIX Chapters. In the Firft; he mentions 
thofe Authors, who have writ a general Hifto- 
ry of the laft Century 5 and thofe who have. 
publifh’d Monthly Relations , Collections of 
Original Pieces, Abridgments, Chronologi- 
cal Tables , Genealogies , @&c. He proceeds 
ro thofe, who have given an Account of the 
Hiftory of Germany and Bobemia. The follow= 
ing Chapters concern Spain and Portugal ; 
France; Great Britain and Ireland ; the Low 
Countries; Swifferland ; Italy ; Hungary , with 
the Neighbouring Kingdoms and Provinces; 





Poland ; Denmark ; Sweden ; Mufcovy : the 
Turkifh Empire, and Tartary; Perfia; the Em- 
ire of the Great Mogul, and other Kingdoms 
in the Eajt-Indies ; China and ‘Sapan ; Africa. 3 
and America. | | | 

The Author mentions , not only thofe Wri- 
ters, who have publifh’d the Hiftory,of each 
Country, butealfo thofe who defcribed particu- 
cular Provinces and Towns, who writ Geo- 
frxphical and Genealogical Books, who pub- 
ifh’d Original Pieces, and Letters : Laftly, he 
is {o particular as to take in Travels, Orations, 
Poems, Publick Solemnities, dc. 

This Work is a very ufeful Repertory ; and 
it were to be wifh’d that M. Grypbius had given 
his Judgment about, feveral Books, which he 
only mentions. I fhall infert fome of his Ob- 
fervations. 1. The Knowledge of the Latin 
and French Languages (fays he) are not fuffi- 
ent to write a General Hiftory. Whoever goes 
about fuch a Work, mutt alfo underftand Jta/i- 
an, Spanifh , and Englifh. “ Thofe are very 
** much miftaken , continues the Author , who 
“* fancy that there is nothing of Worth to be 
“ found in England , but what coficerns Divi- 
nity, or perhaps Philofophy”. Nimis enim, 
meo quidem judicio, aberrant, qui putant, apud An- 
glos nibil aliud eximii , quam in Theologia aut forte 
Philofophia quarendum *fe J fhall make ic ap- 
“¢ pear in its proper Place, that the Englifh 
: iahe wonderfu ly illuftrared the Hiftory of 
their Nation in their own Language”. The 
Author might have added, thar England has 

roduced feveral Learned Criticks, and_ other 
Men diftinguifh’d by their Erudition , fuch as 
Mc. Dodwell, Gataker, Dr. Hammond, Bifhop 
Pearfon, Mr. Selden, Archbithop Ujher, &c. not 
to mention thofe Learned Men, great Mathe- 
maticians, Eminent.Phyficians, &e. who are 
now an Ornament to this Nation. 2. M. Gryz 
phius does very niuch commend a Diflertation 
of Boeclerus, entitld, De utilitate ex Hiftoria unis 
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verfalis contextu capienda. That Piece .is grown 
{carce. 3. He takes notice of the Repubbicks 
printed by the El/zeviers, and fays they have 
heen collected without any Judgment. Thofe 
Defcriptions are very indifferent ; there ar¢.on- 
ly fome few that are good. I fhall occafienally 


obferve, that the Defeription of Swifferlaad by: 


Simler is one of the beft Pieces inferted in that 
Collection. 4. Our Author fpeaking of Mo- 
reri’s Dictionary, favs it is ftill full of Errors, 
and that he has found above a hundred and 
eighteen Miftakes in one fingle Article, viz. 
in that of Germany. I look upon that Didctio- 
nary asa Work of great Ufe to have'a gefferal 
Notion of Things ; but.one cannot depend 
upon it for Particulars. 5. M. Gryphius recom- 
mends thefe two Books for the Hiftory of Ger- 
many, Viz. Michaelis Herzii Bibliotheca Scripto- 
rum Germanicorum, publifh’d at Erfort in 1679 : 
And Samuel Rachelii Intredwétio ad -fus Publicum 
Germania. Amfterdam 1685. in 12. 6. Thofe 
who defire to have an excellent Chorography 
of.Germany , ought to provide themfelves with 
Martin Zeilerus’s Itinerarium , the firft part 
whereof came out at Strasburg, 1632. in 1.20. 
and the fecond in 1640 : They were both Re- 
printed in 1674. A fmall Book of the fare 
Author, De Imperit Germanici X. Cireulss, 2sve- 
ry ufeful ; and this Defcription of the Circles, 
is more Methodical than that which he has in 

ferted in his Itimerary. 4,’ Whatéver Concerns 
the Hiftory of Holffein'may be’ found in’ ‘fobs 
Mollerus’s Introduttio ad hiftoriam Ducatuuna' Slefui- 
cenfis & Holfatici. 8. M..Gryphies informs us; 
that Pufendorf never denied in, earneft shat he 
was the Author of the Book entitled, De Statis 
hnperit Germanici, publifh’d tinder the fictitious 
Name of Severinus de Monzambano Veronenifis. 


9. The Notitia Imperii by Boeclerus publifh’d at. 


Strasburg in 4to, apd Reptinred in 1690. in 8vo. 


is written. with ¢reat Fudement , and contains’ 


feyeral Things not to be found any where elfe. 
16, fhe Author obferves that an exac& Ca- 
talogue of the fmall Pieces, publifh’d from the 


beginning of the Reformation to the Death of 


Luther, has been made by the Duke of Wolfen- 
batel’s Order. | | 

Among thofe Books that have been omitted 
by M. Gryphius, f fhall only take notice of Two. 
Pirard, whofe Travels are very Curious, does 
not appear among the Travellers of the XVIIth 
Century mentioned by our Author. Nor dol 
find in the Lift of the Defcriptions of feveral 
Towns in Italy, an Account of the Republick 
of St. Marin publifh’d by Gabriel Naude, who 
dedicated it to his Friend Ja Mothe le Vayer. 
That Piece is very {carce. I fhallinfert a Paf- 
fage, wherein that Book is mentioned ; and I 
fhall do it the more willingly, becaufe it con- 
tains fome Particulars, that may divert the 
Readers. “ J * will inform you upon this Oc- 
** cafion, of what Gabriel Naudé, that excellent 
** Library-Keeper +, told me upon his Return 





% LaMothe le Vayer. Letter CX. Pag. 906. Paris 
1662. 


t He was Library-Keeper to Cardinal Mazarin. 
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“from the fecond Voyage he made in Italy. 
: Uaving defired an Inquifiror of that Coun- 
* trey to Licenfe a Book which he defigned to 
re publifh ; that Inquifitor required from him 
that he _fhould corre& thefe Words , Virgo 
fat@efts and i ed this Cenfure in the 
-, Margin of the Magu{cript, Prepoftio heretica ; 

nim non-datur Fi In another Place, up- 
on thefe Words, boc detrabit fidem Cajetano, 
“ the Inquifiror writ this Marginal Note, Pro- 
2 pofitio {candalofa ; nam Cajetanus mortuus eft in 
fide. And when Naudé printed his Account 
a of the Republick of St. Marin, which he de- 

digated towme; ‘That Inquifitor finding in 

thé Epiftle Dedicatary that the Author faid 
I had ftudied in my younger Years, improbo 
labore, was very prefling upon him to make 
him altér thofe Words, ~as being a-Reflexion 
upon his Friend , tho Naudé got one of the 
beft Humanifts of Padua to tell him, that 
fuch & Latin Expteffion is ufed in a good 
Senfe. My Friend told me feveral other 
Things of chat Nature, which I have for- 
got. 
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A EBT TER concerning Witchcraft ; 
taken from the Second Volume of the BIB- 
‘LIOTHEQUE CRITIQUE. 


§ I Ri! 
eRe late Decree of the King’s Council 
> dn Pavour'of feveral Perfons Condemned 
to Death by your Parliament ||, appears to me 
very Extraordinary... “Tis no ufual thing to re- 
verfe.a’ Sentence pronounced by a Supreme 
Court. M. da Fos. Ferrare Counfellor in this 
Parliament, being informed that thofe Perfons 
had been condemned, defired the firft Prefident 
Pelot to put off their Execution for fome Days. 
That wife Magiftrate refufed ic at firft; but 
having thought of it, he propofed the thing, 
and his Requeft was granted. Immediately he 
acquainted my Lord Chancellor * with that 
Affair, which appeared to him very Important. 
The Chancellor writ a Letrer to the Parlia- 
ment of Normandy, whereby he defired them 
to ferid him an Account of their Procedures in 
a Trial about Witchcraft ; which they did. An 
Advocate of that Parliament fent me their Ac- 
count, being defirous to know what I thought 
of it. I could not forbear writing to him, that 
thofe Gentlemen are roo hafty in point of 
Witchcraft ; and that a certain Lieutenant Cri- 
minal of the Country of Caux, whom you’ 
know, hanged and burned People Twelve at 
a time, tho they were not conviéted of Poifon- 
ing,or any impious Praétice; which are the two 
chief Things to be examined by a Judge in 





\| The Parliament of Normandy. 
% Chancellor Daligre. 








that fort of Trials. For what is commonly faid 
of the Devil’s Meeting, ought to be look’d up- 
on an idle Story. 

That pretended Meeting , about which thofe 
who believe they have'been at it, relate fo ma~ 
ny extravagant Things, is only in their Ima- 

ination. I own that fome Country People, 
efpecially Shepherds,do now and then rub their 
Skin with fome Narcotick Greafe or Ointments, 
which caft them into a found Sleep, and 
fill their Imagination wich a thoufand Vifions. 
When they are thus afleep , they ‘fancy they 
fee every thing, that was told them concerning 
the Devil’s Meeting by their Fathers, who were 
alfo Shepherds or Wizards, if you will have 
me to call them fo. : Whereupon I will inform 
you of what I have been told by a Country- 
Friend of mine, who pretended to have a 
mind to go tothe Devil’s Meeting with his own 
Shepherd, who had the Reputation of being 
a great Sorcerer. Having frequently urged 
that Shepherd to carry him thirher, at laft he 
obrained his Defire. He went to him in the 
Night at the appointed ‘Time : The Shepherd 
immediately gave hint fomething to greafe 
himfelf withal. He took that Greafe, as if he 
had a mind to rub his Skin withit. But he 
defired chat che Shepherd’s Son, who was to 
go to the Devil’s Meeting with his Father, 
fhould anoint himfelf firft. Which being done, 
that Gentleman told the Shepherd, that he 
fhould be glad to know what would become of 
that young Man. Not long after the young 
Man fell faft afleep ; and when he’ waked, 
tho he had not ftirred from that Place, he gave 
an Account of every thing he thought he had 
feen at the Devil’s Meeting, and even named 
feveral Perfons whoim he pretended to have 
feen there. My Friend perceived Fen , that 
what is commonly faid of the Devil’s Meeting 
was ameer Fancy. I have told yoy this Sto- 
ry, that you may impart ic to your Brethren, 
who being prepoffeft with popular Errors about 
Witchcraft, do frequently hang and burn poor 
Wretches, whofe Crime does only confift in 
the Weaknefs of their Imagination, — 

In the Account which the Parliament of 
Normandy have fent to my Lord Chancellor, in- 
ftead of fhewing how they proceed againft 
People accufed of Witchcraft, they undertake 
to prove that wicked Spirits continually move 
Mento do evil; Whereupon they mention the 
renouncing of the Devil at Baprifm, In the 
next place, they quote the Holy Scripture to 

rove that there are Wizards aud Conjurers. 

efides the Scripture, they alledge the Laws of 
feveral Nations, whereby fuch Perfons are con- 
demned to Death. This was altogether foreign 
to the Purpofe ; for the only Thing that my 
Lord Chancellor defired to know, was this; 
viz. How they proceeded againft Perfons ac- 
cufed of Witchcraft: But they are wholly fi- 
lent about it. | 

The moft plaufible Argument alledged by 
them to condemn thofe Perfons to death , 1s 
this: Men, fay they, who confefs that — 


* have given up themfelves to the Devil. mu 
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needs have done a great deal of Mifchief. 
Thofe Gentlemen fuppofe , that Sorcerers 
make a Pact with the Devil , and formetimes 
in Writing. But if the Judges did narrowly 
enquire into the Matter, they would frequent- 
ly find thar thofe Pads are no lefs imaginary 
than the Devil’s Meeting. They fhould exa- 
mine , whether the impious Pra@ices which 
attend thofe Pads , deferve that a Man fhould 
be put to death : or whether they are fuch 
I have had the Cu- 
riofity to read fome Trials about Witchcraft, 
and found a Thoufand Contradi@ions. in 
moft of them. In a word, the Indi@ments 
are full of Exttavagances. _ Which. fhould be 
fufficient to open the Eyes of Credulous 
Judges, and to prevent their being too ha- 
ity in Condemning Men, who frequently 
confefs thro’ a weak Imagination, that they 
pase done feveral Things , which they never 
id. | 

I remember, that when I was.a Youth, 1 
faw a Man of a great Age, who call’d himfelf 
the Eldeft Wizard of thac Part,of the Goun- 
try where he lived. Henamed-a prodigious 
Number of People. whom he pretended to 
have feen at the’ Devil’s Meeting : Nay, he 
mention’d the Days on which they mer: and 
told every body how they danced with the 
Goat, and worfhipped him... What is com- 
monly faid ofa Goat, thae,prefides in the De- 
vil’s Meeting, ig not new: Thofe Animals 
are mention’d ‘in the moft Ancient Magical 
Books, as if the Dxmons loyed to appear un- 
der. that Form. ‘etek t vi7 pe 
The Old Sorcerer, whom Ff have juft now 
mention’d, fancied he had gone :-Twelve Hun- 
dred Leagues’ over the Sea ima Wooden Pale, 
to deftroy wich a. certain Powder all the Te- 
bacco that grows ac St, Chriftopher’s. Tis. aer- 
tain that no Tobacco was then reaped inhet 
Ifland, where ic grows fo plentifully. - 
mediately there went a Report, chat Tehaccgo 
had been bewitch’d: Which being noifed about 
in.fome Sea-Port-Towns , where they droyea 
great Trade in, Tobacco ; thar pretended Sor- 
cerer came to believe thac he kad crofs‘d the 
Sea in a Wooden Pale. Some Men, and among 
others the. Jichegpans Cripsies abovementi- 
‘on’d, gave Credit to that Foolery. ; 
Tis certain that Country-People, efpeci- 
‘ally in thofe Parts which afford a fat Soil and 
good Paftures, are very Envious, and cannot 
bear the Profperity of their Neighbours... Ma- 
ny of thet are skill’d in the Art of Poifoning 
Cattle. Thofe who have.the Reputation of 
doing it, are commonly call’d Sorcerers. 
There are many of thofe pretended Sorcer- 
ers in the Province of Brie, becaufe that Coun- 
try is full of Paftures, and abounds with Cat- 
tle. Nay, Some Peafants are glad to be ac- 
counted Sorcerers , that they may be dreaded 
by their Neighbours, and tefs taxed than others; 
The great Credulity of many Judges in thar 
Country, does rather increafe than leffen the 
Number of Sorcerers, The Indi&tments drawy 
up by thofe Judges, are full of abfurd and ie 
, euloy 
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culous Things, wholly inconfiftent one with 
another. They call thofe Men Sorcerers, who 
are only Poifoners, and fhould be feverely pu- 
nifh’d as fuch. 

I am fully perfuaded that the Sentence of 
the Parliament of Rowen, lately reverfed by the 
Council, was grounded upon thofe Popular 
Errors, with which a great many Judges are 

repoffefs'd, efpecially in the Contry. Which 
is the Reafon why the Council have more 
narrowly enquir’d into the Matter: And be- 
caufe they did not find the Prifoners guilty of 
poifoning or any impious Thing, they have 
wifely commuted the Punifhment of Death into 
Banifhment. For, it wou’d have been a dan- 
gerous thing to acquit and fend them back into 
their Country, where their Life had not been 
{afe, becaufe the People are ftrangely pre- 

offefs’d in Point of Wirchcraft. 

Whilft I am upon this Subject, which has 
been horribly confounded by Bodin, Delrio, and 
other fuch Writers, I will freely tell you what 
I think of ir, having had Occafion to enquire 
into the Matter, in order to undeceive fome of 
my Friends, who were too fond of Magical 
and Cabbaliftical Books. Being skill’d in the 
Hebrew Tongue, which is the Language in 
which the Books concerning practical Cabbala 
were written by fome Fewifh Impoftors, I read 
as many of thofe Books as I soula get. I had 
fome from M. Hardi, Counfellor of the Cha- 
telet at Paris, a Gentleman who is very free 
from Popular Errors ; and found nothing in 
them but ridiculous Things and idle Stories. 
Mr. 7é.... a Gentleman of your Town, 
whom you know, defired me to examine feve- 
ral French and Latin Books relating to that 
Subje&, which he had in his Library. He 
fet a particular Value upon the Books of the 
famous Agrippa, entitled de Philofophia occulta. 
The Fourth runs only upon Magick. But 
I fhewed him immediately , that Agrippa is 
not the Author of that impertinent Book, 
which is not to be found in the Folio Edition, 
that confifts only of Three Books. *Tis a 
furprizing thing, that a Book ftuffed with Ex- 
travagances fhould make an Impreffion upon 
feveral People, and that they fhould be fo 
weak, as to read it very ferioufly. 

’Tis not long fince an Officer of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris brought me the famous Book 
calf'd, The Claviculx of Solomon, out of which 
fome other Books have been forged by fome 
Impoftors of thefe latter Times. That MS 
Copy, which isa Folio Book very well writ- 
_ten, comes from Thuanus’s Library, where it is 
carefully preferved, and fhewed to the Curious 
as a valuable Piece. How many foolifh Things 
and Impertinences have I found in thofe Fa- 
mous Clavicule, wherein one may fee the Fi- 
wures of the Genii, and the ridiculous Prayers 
addreffed to them! The foolifh Book printed 
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in French at Rouen, under the Name of the Cuz 
rate of Milemont, is only an Extra& of thofe 
Clavicula and of the Book afcribed to Agrippa 
You can hardly believe how many Doople of 
both Sexes in Normandy have been fpoiled by 
reading the Book of that Curate. They rn 
ufe of it chiefly co find out Treafures with the 
Help of fome Genii; pretending that when 
they have mumbled fome Nonfenfical Words 
looking on a certain Part of Heaven , thofe 
Genii will appear to them, - - = - 

My mentioning the Curate of M:lemont, 
puts me in mind of feveral Curates, efpecially 
in the Country, who are too Zealous, and 
pretend to unbewitch fimple Women. Tho’ 
that pretended Bewitching is only a Diftemper 
of the Imagination , they ufe feveral Ancient 
Prayers of the Church to cure an imaginary 
Difeafe, which fhould be cured by Phyficians. 
{knew a Curate near the Town where you 
live, at whofe Houfe there was on certain 
Days of the Year a great Concourfe of Wo- 
men, who pretended to be bewitch’d. Ever 
fince he died, the Number of bewitch’d Wo- 
men is much lefs than it was. 

I fhall conclude this Letter with a pleafant 
Story about Witchcraft. A Man, hated by 
his Neighbours, was accufed of being a great 
Sorcerer. His Accufers pretended to prove 
the Charge by undeniable Arguments. They 
had feen a Broom, and fome Greafe, in the 
Corner of his Chimney , and fome Wafers 
upon.the Mantle-tree. The Broom, faid they, 
ferved him to go to the Devil’s Meeting ; 
which is call’d, Riding upon the Broom ( Che- 
vaucher le Balai, ou > Efcouette,). As for the 
Greafe, They pretended that he rubbed him- 
felf with it, as all Sorcerers do. The Wa- 
fers, faid they, are ufed by him for fome 
impious Thing. But that Man came off very 
cleverly. The Broom (faid he, in Anfwer 
to his Accufers,) ferves me to fweep my 
Chimney. Ihave got the Itch; and there- 
fore I rub my Skin with that Greafe. As 
for the Wafers, IE make ufe of them to feal 
my Letters. Moft Trials about Witchcraft, 
in the Diftri@& of your Parliament, are not 
better grounded than this. Can any one be- 
lieve , that as foon as it comes into a Shep- 
herd’s Head to put a Broom between his 
Legs, the Devil is obliged to fetch him away, 
or to fend one of his Agents to carry him to 
his Meeting ? Believe me, Sir; If the Devil 
had a mind to make an Apology for himfelf, 
he would eafily fhew, that Men afcribe to 
him a Thoufand Things, of which he is not 
the Author. 

PARIS. 


The Readers will Py a curious Piece concerning 
Witchcraft, extracted from the Archives of Geneva; 
in the X1Vth Sheet of thefe Memoirs. 
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